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Aaron Spencer Fogleman and Robert Hanserd (eds.), Five Hundred African Voices: A Catalog of
Published Accounts by Africans Enslaved in the Transatlantic Slave Trade, 1586-1936
(Philadelphia: American Philosophical Society, 2022).

Catalog number:

340

Name(s) of African providing account:

Thomas Hadden

Date account recorded:

1850

Date account first published:

1851

Date of entry creation:

5 October 2021

Source:
Account taken down in writing by British Consul R. Hesketh at Rio de Janiero,
Brazil, on 29 November 1850 printed under heading “Declaration of Thomas Hadden” on p. 379381 of Great Britain, House of Commons, [Accounts and Papers] Class B. Correspondence with
British Ministers and Agents in Foreign Countries, and with Foreign Ministers in England,
relating to the Slave Trade, from April 1, 1850, to March 31, 1851. London: Printed by Harrison
and Son, 1851.

Comments:
Hadden’s account is in an enclosure of a letter from James Hudson to Viscount
Palmerston, dated in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) 17 December 1851, in which Hudson explains that
Hadden was sold in Bahia, then shipped to Rio de Janeiro, where we was resold to a man named
João Silva Braga. (See p. 379 of above cited source.) Also enclosed was letter from Consul R.
Hesketh to Hudson dated in Rio de Janeiro 29 November 1850, explaining that Hadden spoke
English fluently, was a native of Sierra Leone who had been kidnapped in Gallinas (on the coast
of West Africa) three years prior and taken to Bahia on a Brazilian ship, where he was sold and
resold, lastly nine months ago to a resident of Rio de Janeiro, from whose house he had escaped
that morning. (See p. 380.)

Text of Account:
p. 380:
“Inclosure 2 in No. 164.
Declaration of Thomas Hadden.
I, THE Undersigned, Her Britannic Majesty’s Consul at Rio de Janeiro, do hereby certify that on
this twenty-ninth day November, one thousand eight hundred and fifty, before me, personally
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came and appeared a negro, who voluntarily declared and said as follows, in the English
language, which he spoke fluently: That he was born at Sierra Leona, in Maroon Street, number
sixteen, his mother’s name being Mary Hadden and his father’s John Hadden; that he the
appearer is called Thomas Hadden, and is the youngest of a family of five – three males and two
females. His eldest brother was called Billy Thompson; he enlisted as a soldier, and died in the
West Indies. His other brother is called David Hadden; his sisters Betsey Hadden and Nancy
Hadden; and he left the three at Sierra Leone; his brother David and his sister Betsey both can
write, but appearer cannot. About three years ago he was employed as cook on board a boat
trading between Sierra Leone and Gallinas, by John Bible, a mulatto, owner of the boat, who
lived in Sierra Leone, in Plantation Street, and had another house, at Gallinas, in Casse Street,
where he traded. That appearer had gone to Gallinas four times in John Bible’s boat and returned
to Sierra Leone, but the fifth time, while at Gallinas, John Bible sent appearer with three other
negroes who were in John Bible’s boat, names John freeman, John Tobin, and David Johnson, on
board the Brazilian brig “Maria,” there being already six other negroes at the oars in the boat,
which was loaded with rice; John bible telling appear to pull the captain of the brig, who was
also in the boat, on board that vessel. When they arrives on board, appearer saw a great number
of slaves on board the brig “Maria,” and the captain, who was called Gaspar, told them, the
appearer and his three companions, to go to breakfast, putting them afterwards below and telling
them they were slaves; soon after the brig was underweight, and about three days afterwards was
chased by a man-of-war for five days. That during the passage to Bahia, Captain Gaspar branded
the appearer’s left arm with the letter P, saying that he did it by orders from Francisco*, who
lives at Gallinas, in Camasu, and had bought appearer and his three companions from John Bible.
That after the arrival of the brig “Maria” at Bahia, Captain Gaspar sold appearer to Francisco
Machado, living at Pillar in Bahia, where appearer remained about two years as cook. That
Fransisco Machado then put appearer on board the Brazilian ship “Galega Maria,” Captain Juja,
bound to Rio de Janeiro, and soon after the arrival of the vessel at this place, Captain Juja sold
appearer to João Silva Braga, living at Rua das Violas, number thirty five, where he has been
about nine months, constantly kept in doors until this morning, when he made his escape.
In testimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand, the day and year above written.
(Signed) ROBERT HESLETH, Consul.”
* Does not recollect surname.

p. 381
“Inclosure 3 in No. 164.
Mr. Hudson to Consul Hesketh.
Sir, Rio de Janeiro, December 1, 1850.
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WITH reference to your letter to me of the 29th ultimo, reporting that an African, named Thomas
Hadden, a British subject, had presented himself before you; and that having received his
declaration, you had send him on board Her Majesty’s ship “crescent,” I have to reply, that I
entirely approve the course you pursued upon that occasion.
I am, &c.
(Signed) JAMES HUDSON.”

4

5

6

7

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International License.

